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Senior Analyst joins River and Mercantile Global Equities Division 

River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M) today announced that it has appointed Tomas Tomasson to be a Partner and an analyst in the recently formed Global Equities Division, headed by Alex Stanic.  Tomas will join up with former colleague Alexei Kapkin who joins the Partnership later this month on completion of his contractual obligations. Tomas, who was voted #1 buy side equity technology hardware analyst in a recent Extel-Reuters survey, will join the team in mid-October.
This hire completes the team led by Alex Stanic, the highly rated Global Equities manager, who joined R&M from Newton Investment Management early this year.  During his time at Newton he led the Global Equities team as well as managing circa £5bn of assets in Global Equity and Global Opportunities funds.  He joined R&M along with his former colleague Alex O’Reilly and the addition of two highly rated analysts from Lazard, both of whom have decades of experience in Global markets, creates a team with extremely complementary skill sets and values that puts the business in a very strong position leading up to the launch of the Division’s first products in early October.

The Division will launch two distinctive strategies; the R&M Global Equity Fund, designed to beat the FTSE All World index by +2% net of fees, and the R&M Global Opportunities Fund designed to beat the FTSE All World Index by 4% net of fees.  The Global Opportunities strategy that Alex Stanic launched whilst at Newton, generated strong performance during his tenure delivering 5.8% annualised outperformance since inception.  This was delivered on the back of a longer Global Equities track record that Alex had achieved since the late 1990’s.
James Barham, R&M’s Chief Executive, commented: “We are very excited that Tomas is joining R&M and this completes the initial “build” phase for the Global Equities Division. We are confident that we have built a very experienced team of investment professionals, with complementary skill sets, to deliver market leading global equity investment returns for our clients. Tomas is a highly rated analyst who has over the years received recognition from both the market and his peers and we all look forward to welcoming him into the Partnership 
R&M is a specialist fund management business set up by James Barham and Julian Cripps with backing from Sir John Beckwith and Mark Johnson at Pacific Investments.  R&M was founded in 2006 and established a UK Equities Division headed up by Hugh Sergeant, with Dan Hanbury and Richard Staveley.   The UK Equities Division launched its PVT Investment Philosophy into the market later that year, and has subsequently launched six dedicated strategies namely UK Equity, UK High Alpha, UK Unconstrained, UK Smaller Companies, UK Long Term recovery and most recently UK Equity Income.  

R&M manages assets in excess of £1bn on behalf of a growing range of institutional and retail clients investing in both pooled and segregated accounts. The UK Equities Division has received strong support from investment consultants and other professional advisers. 
The Global Equities Division is the next stage of R&M’s development, highlighted as a key area for future expansion at the inception of the business in 2006.   The Division is in the process of articulating the Global Equity Investment Philosophy and Process that will be published later this year and has planned to launch two Global Investment strategies this year: The R&M Global Equity Fund and The R&M Global Opportunities Fund.
Alex Stanic commented: “We are delighted that Tomas will be joining River and Mercantile. He has an excellent reputation in the markets and has a very broad experience across a variety of sectors.  He will play a key role in the development of the Global Equities Division.”
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Notes for Editors:

Alex Stanic
Alex graduated from Edinburgh University in 1995 with an MA in Economic & Social Geography. Alex began his financial career at Cazenove, where he focused on European and UK small caps.  He joined Newton in February 1999 as an International Research Analyst and Fund Manager rising to become Head of Global Equities responsible for a range of retail and segregated global pension funds based on global indices. He was the Fund Manager for the Newton Global Opportunities prior to joining River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP as Head of Global Equities in June 2009.
Tomas Tomasson
Tomas was educated at Tufts University, Boston, where he received a BS in Mechanical Engineering followed by an MBA in Finance from Columbia Business School in New York.  He started his career as a portfolio assistant with Bull Bear Group before becoming a foreign exchange dealer with Salomon in New York and London.  He became a specialist sell side analyst in 1999 and joined Lazard in 2003 as a buy side technology analyst and was voted #1 buy side equity technology hardware analyst in a recent Extel-Reuters survey.
