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River & Mercantile to Support Arctic Trek Charitable Venture
River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M), the highly rated investment management business backed by Sir John Beckwith, is proud to announce its support of a team of four young professionals taking part in a 515km Arctic trek as part of a charitable venture. 
This sponsorship deal marks River and Mercantile Asset Management's second year anniversary since opening for business in December 2006, as well as the first anniversary of their UK Equity Fund,
 managed by Dan Hanbury.  It also coincides with River and Mercantile's AUM more than doubling since this time last year, from £318m at the start of 2008 to the current figure of around £700m.
The team is being led by Simon Bayliff, a well-known football agent who has acted for Alan Shearer, amongst others.  Under the name of "River and Mercantile Team Helmut", Simon, a great friend of Dan Hanbury, together with Andy Pocock, Jules Bartlett, and Carlyle Jenkins will attempt to trek 515kms (the equivalent of 12.5 marathons) in six days without stopping, in temperatures of -30 degrees.  The countdown is on with only five days to go - the team will begin their trek on the 14th February.
'River and Mercantile Team Helmut' will be raising money for Breast Cancer Care after Simon's mother was recently diagnosed with the condition.  Thankfully she is recovering well from the treatment.  Their target is to raise £50,000 for the charity. The Yukon Arctic Ultra runs along the northern arctic tip of the Yukon Territory in Canada.  In its seven year history, only 47 people have ever completed it, with most succumbing to severe cold, fatigue or lack of food.  
James Barham, CEO of River and Mercantile, said: "The new year marks an exciting time for River and Mercantile, in more ways than one.  Not only are we proud to announce our first sponsorship deal – The Yukon Arctic Challenge – but we are also pleased to announce that our AUM has more than doubled since this time last year, despite volatile market conditions.  2009 also marks our second anniversary of commencing trading under the name of 'River and Mercantile Asset Management', as well as the first anniversary of our UK Equity Fund.
James Barham also added: "The Yukon Challenge is a remarkable event that requires remarkable competitors.  'River and Mercantile Team Helmut' is certainly that.  They espouse everything that as a business we have emulated: dedication, focus, endurance and hard work.  We are honoured to be in a position to help the team achieve their objectives."
Dan Hanbury, UK Equity fund manager at R&M, said: "I have known the team since our time at Loughborough University and I am delighted that along with my colleagues at River and Mercantile we have been able to provide the support for such a worthwhile cause.  To compete in such an arduous challenge requires immense character and strength.  All of us at River and Mercantile are 100% behind them".
Team leader Simon Bayliff said: "We really appreciate River & Mercantile becoming our main sponsor and their financial contribution will help us enormously towards our £50,000 target".
Former Newcastle United & England Captain Alan Shearer said: “I’ve known Si (Simon Bayliff) for more than 10 years and what he and the rest of the lads take on is hard to get your head around. It’s great that they are willing to go to such extremes to raise money for such important charities. They make us all feel bad for not doing a bit more. I am always happy to support River and Mercantile Team Helmut in any way I can. Keep going lads!”
Follow this link to see 'River and Mercantile Team Helmut' in action: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oCrO0Y0zKI
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Notes for Editors:
River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M) is a newly established UK based investment boutique. R&M was formed by a management team led by James Barham with the backing of Sir John Beckwith and his Pacific investment team led by Mark Johnson. The business currently specialises in managing specialist UK equity portfolios for Institutional and other professional investors. The business plans to diversify its fund management capabilities with the recruitment of a Global Equities team during 2009 and the development of a third specialist division in 2010/11.

R&M launched its highly rated UK Division with its unique investment philosophy and process into the market in December 2006.  This process is applied to a range of pooled and segregated funds and the team now manages assets in excess of $1bn, (£700m as of Dec 31st 2008), on behalf of a growing number of institutional and other professional investors.  The investment philosophy has been developed by the UK team led by Hugh Sergeant and Dan Hanbury and is designed to systematically unearth specific investment opportunities; the process is engineered to ensure they are effectively researched and sensibly applied to client portfolios.

� The R&M UK Equity Fund was launched in February 2008 and has had a very positive year building on Dan Hanbury's strong core track record at Investec.  Dan Hanbury also jointly manages R&M's Smaller Companies Fund, and R&M's UK Unconstrained Fund.








