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Senior Equity Trader joins River and Mercantile
Following the recent announcement that Alex Stanic and Alex O’Reilly of Newton Investment Management have joined River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M) as Head of Global Equities and as a partner at R&M respectively, the firm announced today an additional recruitment as part of this Partnership wide expansion to support the development of the Global Equities Division.  
Richard Zechmeister (RZ), a senior equity trader will join the Global Dealing Desk at R&M from Credit Suisse where he undertook a similar role.  RZ has over fifteen years experience in global markets and will work very closely with Stuart Heath, Head of Dealing at R&M. The team will be responsible for developing the dealing platform, establishing counterparty relationships with both large integrated houses and local brokers and providing the Global Equity Division at R&M with market coverage, both geographical and time zone, as required.

James Barham, R&M’s Chief Executive, commented: “We are very pleased that Richard has joined the business.  He is a market leading dealer and we are extremely fortunate to be able to bring him on-board at this time.  Stuart Heath is building a powerful team to service the requirements of both the UK and Global Equity Divisions and Richard is a very welcome addition to that team.  The interface with the market is critical and we believe it is crucial to invest in and develop this part of our business to ensure that we lead the market not only in investment decision making but also in the execution of those ideas.”
R&M is a specialist fund management business set up by James Barham and Julian Cripps with backing from Sir John Beckwith and Mark Johnson at Pacific Investments.  R&M was founded in 2006 and established a UK Equities Division headed up by Hugh Sergeant, with Dan Hanbury and Richard Staveley.   The UK Equities Division launched its PVT Investment Philosophy into the market later that year, and has subsequently launched six dedicated strategies (UK Equity, UK High Alpha, UK Unconstrained, UK Smaller Companies, UK Long Term Recovery and most recently UK Equity Income).  

The Global Equities Division headed by Alex Stanic1 will launch a Global Equity and Global Equity Unconstrained strategy in October this year.  The team are in the process of documenting their investment philosophy and process, a key dissertation setting out their core investment beliefs.
R&M has raised assets in excess of £1bn in the first 24 months of trading.  These assets have been raised from a growing range of institutional and retail clients, investing in both pooled and segregated accounts, and the UK Equities Division has received strong support from investment consultants and other professional advisers. 
Stuart Heath added: “We were delighted to be able to attract someone of Richard’s calibre into the Partnership.  He has joined the team at an exciting time, and I look forward to working with him in developing the dealing platform at R&M over the coming months and years. The Partnership is developing a formidable business both in terms of the fund management teams we are attracting and the support infrastructure that we have already established and in which we continue to invest.  I have every confidence that Richard will make a considerable contribution to our future success”
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1 Alex Stanic

Prior to joining R&M he led the global equities team at Newton Investment Management responsible for assets in excess of £10.5bn, of which he was personally responsible for £4.5bn.  He chaired the Global Model that formed the basis of the management of all the underlying funds on the desk.  

Alex managed pooled strategies that included Newton Global Opportunities (since inception 2005), BNYMellon Global Intrepid (since 2004), BNYMellon Global Equity (since 2000) and he founded Global Equity Unconstrained and Global Equity World ex-UK strategies.

He helped to build the team from AUM £225mn in 1999, marketing to consultants and clients in different geographic markets and clients and consultant (UK, US, Europe, Asia).

He was educated Edinburgh University graduating with an MA (Hons) in Economic and Social Geography and is married with two sons and one daughter.  


