

River and Mercantile Team Helmut battle with worst snowstorm in 25 years and claims second place in the 320 mile race.

River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M), the highly rated investment management business backed by Sir John Beckwith, has helped raise £50,000 for Breast Cancer Care following their sponsorship of 'River and Mercantile Team Helmut'.  This group of four young professionals made an arduous 515km Arctic trek along the northern arctic tip of the Yukon Territory in Canada in temperatures of -30 degrees.  The team battled with the worst snowstorm the region has had in the last twenty-five years and proudly claimed second place in the 320 mile race.
This charitable venture marks River and Mercantile's second year anniversary since opening for business in December 2006, as well as the first anniversary of their UK Equity Fund,
 managed by Dan Hanbury.  It also coincides with River and Mercantile's AUM more than doubling since this time last year, from £366m as of April 2008 to the current figure of around £850m in April 2009.

'River and Mercantile Team Helmut' was led by Simon Bayliff, a well-known football agent and a good friend of Dan Hanbury, together with Andy Pocock, Jules Bartlett, and Carlyle Jenkins. Despite the snowstorm, 'Team Helmut' pushed on in increasingly difficult conditions but with only sixty miles left to go they had to call for rescue after getting stuck in half a metre of snow which had built up in a little over six hours. The team began their trek on the 15th February and have recently returned.  In its seven year history, only 47 people have ever completed The Yukon Arctic Ultra trek, with most succumbing to severe cold, fatigue or lack of food.  

River and Mercantile and 'Team Helmut' will be hosting a celebratory party at the Royal Geographical Society on the 23rd April at 7.00pm. The team will share their experiences of their venture by showing guests a short film of the trek.  If you would like to come to the party please email emilyls@penrose.co.uk or fp@riverandmercantile.com
James Barham, CEO of River and Mercantile, said: "We are proud to have supported 'River and Mercantile Team Helmut' and raising £50,000 for Breast Cancer Care is a huge achievement.  To take part in such a gruelling challenge requires immense determination and strength and 'River and Mercantile Team Helmut' have certainly proved that they can combine both.  They espouse everything that as a business we have emulated: dedication, focus, endurance and hard work.  We know that 'Team Helmut' gave it their all and we at River and Mercantile are all extremely proud of them."
Team leader Simon Bayliff, said: "We are so are delighted to have battled through this gruelling challenge. It was without doubt the toughest battle we have ever faced. We were the only athletes in the 320 mile race without past Yukon Arctic Ultra experience so to be one of the small number of racers still left standing when the course and conditions deteriorated is a huge achievement. We have a wonderful story to share at the party where we will once again thank the R&M team for all their support."
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Notes for Editors:
River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M) is a UK based investment boutique established in 2006. R&M was formed by a management team led by James Barham with the backing of Sir John Beckwith and his Pacific investment team led by Mark Johnson. The business currently specialises in managing specialist UK equity portfolios for Institutional and other professional investors. The business is in the process of diversifying its fund management capabilities with the recruitment of a Global Equities team and the development of a third specialist division in 2010/11.

R&M launched its highly rated UK Division with its unique investment philosophy and process into the market in December 2006.  This process is applied to a range of pooled and segregated funds and the team now manages assets in excess of $1bn, (£700m as of Dec 31st 2008), on behalf of a growing number of institutional and other professional investors.  The investment philosophy has been developed by the UK team led by Hugh Sergeant and Dan Hanbury and is designed to systematically unearth specific investment opportunities; the process is engineered to ensure they are effectively researched and sensibly applied to client portfolios.
R&M has recently announced the launch of the Global Equity Division with the recruitment of Alex Stanic and Alex O’Reilly from Newton Investment Management.  The Global Equities Division is the next stage of R&M’s development, highlighted as a key area for future expansion at the inception of the business in 2006.   The Division will develop a range of strategies consistent with the River and Mercantile Global Equity Investment Philosophy and Process that will be developed by the new team once the Division is established in June 2009.

Alex Stanic was the Global Equities fund manager responsible for leading the Global Equities team at Newton running £10.5bn of client assets, of which he was personally responsible for £4.5bn.  He chaired the Global Model that forms the basis of the management of all the underlying funds on the desk.
� The R&M UK Equity Fund was launched in February 2008 and has had a very positive year building on Dan Hanbury's strong core track record at Investec.  Dan Hanbury also jointly manages R&M's Smaller Companies Fund, and R&M's UK Unconstrained Fund.








