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River and Mercantile Head of UK Equity helps raise £25000 for Charity
Hugh Sergeant, Head of UK Equity at River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M) has just returned from climbing Kilimanjaro along with a team of fellow financial service colleagues in aid of the “New Ways” charity.  The team returned from their trek at the end of October.
New Ways strives to promote human development in the poorest and most neglected parts of the world by supporting projects (health, education, agriculture and water resources) that enables local communities to take responsibility for their own lives. At the moment it works predominantly in Turkana, Northern Kenya. 
New Ways is run predominantly by volunteers so all the money raised by the Kili team will go straight to those who need it. The specific project that the team raised money for is a Mobile Clinic; buying a vehicle, stocking it with medicines and paying for a nurse and driver for two years. This vehicle will go from location to location in this remote part of Kenya helping the nomadic community, and aiming at reducing the 30% child mortality rate. 
On his return Hugh said:  “This has been the most exhausting yet fulfilling experience I have undertaken to date.  The final part of the climb tested the endurance of us all and I have never been more exhausted in my life though luckily managed to avoid most of the symptoms of altitude sickness.  I am delighted that we met our target and that we have been able to provide the much needed mobile clinic.”

River and Mercantile Asset Management LLP (R&M) is a UK (London) based investment boutique established in 2006. R&M was formed by a management team led by James Barham and Julian Cripps with the backing of Sir John Beckwith and his Pacific investment team led by Mark Johnson. The business currently specialises in managing specialist UK and Global equity portfolios for Institutional and other professional investors

R&M launched its UK Division with its unique investment philosophy and process into the market in December 2006.  This process is applied to a range of pooled and segregated funds and the team now manages assets in excess of $1.9bn, (£1.2bn as of September  30th 2009 including assets in transition), on behalf of a growing number of institutional and other professional investors.  The investment philosophy has been developed by the UK team led by Hugh Sergeant, Richard Staveley and Dan Hanbury and is designed to systematically unearth specific investment opportunities; the process is engineered to ensure they are effectively researched and sensibly applied to client portfolios.

R&M launched its Global Equity Division following the recruitment of Alex Stanic and Alex O’Reilly from Newton Investment Management.  The team was completed with the recruitment of Alexei Kapkin and Tomas Tomasson from Lazard Asset Management.  The Global Equities Division is the next stage of R&M’s development, highlighted as a key area for future expansion at the inception of the business in 2006.   The Division launched a range of strategies consistent with the River and Mercantile Global Equity Investment Philosophy and Process in October this year.
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